
 

Spring Fling 2027 - 25th Anniversary Illustration 

Commission 

A special Open Call for Upland members 

 

In 2027 Spring Fling celebrates its 25th anniversary and we’re doing something a little different 

with our annual illustration commission. 

Usually we approach an artist directly, but this year we’re opening the opportunity to Upland 

members. 

2027 marks 25 years of Spring Fling – celebrating the artists, makers, studios, places and 

encounters that have shaped the event over the last quarter century. 

Spring Fling is produced by Upland Arts, supporting visual art and craft in Dumfries & Galloway 

and creating opportunities for artists and makers to develop their practice, share their work 

and connect with audiences. 

Alongside a new Spring Fling website for 2027, the 25th anniversary gives us an opportunity 

to refresh how we present Spring Fling and make its connection with Upland clearer, while 

celebrating the creativity, people and places at the heart of the event. 

Fee: £1,000 
Deadline: Monday 14 September 2026 



The commission 

We’re looking for an Upland member to create the Spring Fling 2027 artwork, commissioned 

by Upland for the 25th anniversary. 

The artwork will feature on the brochure cover and be used by Upland across the wider 

campaign, including print, promotional materials and digital. 

We’re interested in the experience of Spring Fling – artists and making, journeys between 

studios, the landscape and places discovered along the way, and the connections made 

between artists and visitors. For our 25th anniversary, we also want to celebrate the many 

people and places that have shaped Spring Fling over the years. 

We don’t want to be too prescriptive – we want you to respond in your own way and bring your 

own practice, style and ideas to the commission. 

Who can apply? 

This opportunity is open to current Upland members only. 

Previous Spring Fling commissions have included illustrators, printmakers and visual artists, 

each bringing their own distinctive practice and approach to the artwork. 

For 2027, we're open to different practices. What's important is that your work can translate 

into a strong piece of commissioned artwork and that you're able to develop and supply the 

finished artwork to the size and technical specifications needed for the brochure and wider 

campaign. 

You will need to be able to develop and supply finished artwork to the size and technical 

specifications required for print and digital use. Full specifications will be provided to the 

selected artist. 

What you’ll receive 

The selected artist will receive a £1,000 commission fee, working with the Upland team from 

initial ideas through to the final artwork. 



Your work will be featured on the Spring Fling 2027 brochure cover and across the 25th 

anniversary campaign, and you and your wider practice will be promoted through Spring Fling 

and Upland. 

Upland will apply the finished artwork across the wider campaign – you’re being commissioned 

to create the artwork, not design the campaign. 

How to apply 

Keep it simple. Send us: 

• a short paragraph (max. 150 words) about why you’re interested and how you might 

approach it  

• a link to your website/portfolio or up to 6 examples of your work  

You don’t need to create anything new to apply. 

Apply here: https://form.jotform.com/262233327465052  
 Deadline: Midnight, Monday 14 September 2026 

The selected artist will be notified by the end of September with development taking place 

from autumn 2026 and final artwork due by January 2027. 

Questions? Email natasha@weareupland.com 

Spring Fling - produced by Upland 
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